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inherited from past generations—- Our thoughts
turn in a particular way to all those children
currently living in areas of conflict, and to all
those who work to protect their lives and defend
their rights. One out of every six children in our
world is affected by the violence of war or its
effects, even when they are not enrolled as child
soldiers or held hostage by armed groups.”
For Pope Francis’ Annual Message, Click Here

“Good Politics is at the service of Peace”
For the 2019 World Day of Peace, Pope Francis
reminds us: “Today more than ever, our societies
need “Artisans of Peace” who can be messengers
and authentic witnesses of God the Father, who
wills the good and the happiness of the human
family —-Political addresses that tend to blame
every evil on migrants and to deprive the poor of
hope are unacceptable. Rather, there is a need to
reaffirm that peace is based on respect for
each person, whatever his or her background, on
respect for the law and the common good, on
respect for the environment entrusted to our care
and for the richness of the moral tradition past

164 Countries approve UN– Sponsored
Dec 10, 2018 Global Compact on Migration

"In this world of ours, which often turns it back to
people in need, that has shamefully politicized
even the pain of exile, that has demonized and
continues to demonize refugees and migrants and
sometimes even just foreigners,
the Compact, can really represent tangibly, a
NEW commitment to international cooperation,"
See Global Sisters Report Click Here

IN SOLIDARITY, WE CELEBRATE WITH:
Loretto Sisters (IBVM)
Mary, Mother of God
Institute Feast (Jan. 01)
Basilian Fathers
Basil Founding Day (Jan. 02)
Faithful Companions of Jesus
FCJ Founding Day (Jan. 03)

WORLD DAY OF PRAYER
FOR CONSECRATED LIFE
EUCHARIST
Presider: Bishop Wayne Kirkpatrick
3:00pm - Sunday, Feb 03
St. Paul's Basilica, 83 Power St.

WE REMEMBER

Sisters of Charity of Halifax
Elizabeth Ann Seton (Jan 04)

ANNE MCCARTY, IBVM

Congregation of Notre Dame
Marguerite Bourgeoys (Jan. 12)

who died on Dec. 07, 2018
was prayer partner with
Salvador Novoa

IMMIGRATION: CAN IT BE “FIXED?”
Don’t we all hope that the heartbreak and drama at borders and
boundaries would just go away? Migration is as old as human
life on the planet. We are drawn to places that offer security,
wellbeing and are pushed from places that oppress and force
their poverty. Regulating immigration is inevitable, then,
but it is complicated with our biases and political borders.
Educating ourselves is a good first step.
One place to do so is at Justice for Immigrants Campaign.
It helps sort out the issues from the emotions, which leads to
Step two: taking action.
Find a local group or organization that is already addressing the
issue and find out how you can get involved. You can write a
check or provide material support, or even offer a spare room in
your house or sponsor one of the people who have been
approved with a preliminary status of an asylum seeker.
Step three: advocate comprehensive immigration reform.
HOPE IS BASED ON OUR BELIEF THINGS CAN BE DIFFERENT!

CELEBRATING EMMANUEL: “GOD WITH US”
“Into his world, this demented inn,
in which there is absolutely no room for
him at all, Christ has come uninvited.
But because he cannot be at home in it,
because he is out of place in it, and
yet must be in it, His place is with those
others for whom there is no room.
His place is with those who are discredited,
who are denied the status of persons,
who are tortured, bombed- exterminated.
With those for whom there is no room,
CHRIST IS PRESENT IN THE WORLD.”
-(Thomas Merton)

Recommended


Francisco Cantú “The Line Becomes a River: Dispatches from the Border”
an electrifying memoir from a Mexican-American US Border Patrol guard. Click Here
(presented by Jason Vaz )


CHANGEMAKERS: “The Woman with the “Help Wanted” Sign” Click Here
Toronto Star, December 13, 2018



“Health Care is a Human Right and Migrants are No Exception” Click Here
Toronto Star, December 23, 2018



Jean Vanier “ A Cry is Heard: My Path to Peace”
(presented by Eileen Schuller, OSU)

‘TIS THE SEASON TO APPRECIATE
(Tips for a heart conversation with yourself and/or with a newcomer)

Pause for Thought. As you come to the end of another year,
step back, reflect and even talk about what you have achieved
that helped you take another step.
What are you most grateful for in 2018? What have you achieved?
What barriers have you overcome? Who helped you?
Name the moments.
Create a record. Create a victory log of your achievements.
Use words, images, pictures. Refer to your records when your spirit
needs a boost, to prepare for an interview or to provide inspiration.
Forget regrets: Give yourself permission to let go.



“Grasping the Reality
of Christmas”

Michael Coren: Click Here.


“Crossing No Man’s
Land One Silent Night”

Stephen Scharper: ClickHere.

Let us make 2019
a time when our dreams
for a more JUST WORLD
are realized with our
PRAYER, PRESENCE AND
SOLIDARITY.

Members of the Latina Women’s Circle
gathered to celebrate the birth of Jesus:
Emmanuel: God with us.
Listening, laughing, learning, leaning on each
other and loving each other into new
possibilities mark the spirit of the Latina
Women’s Circle and especially this celebration
of Christmas. A special festive meal was shared;
gifts were exchanged all interwoven with the
JOY of the moment. Thanks to Dora, Angelica
and Isabelle, the co-facilitators of the circle,
whose creative energy organized this day.
Each of us said “adieu” more aware of being
Neighbours with and for each other.

