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Assumption of Mary August 15

“Mary’s God is a verb, not an abstract noun.
This God acts, shocks, surprises, turns the world
upside down, shatters humanity’s facile
expectations, cuts through our religiosity too.
Not to be speculated about, this God is to be
praised with gratitude and amazed joy.
Think of a time in your life when you have been
surprised by joy, transformed by God’s creative
Spirit. Remember, relive, give thanks.
How does that moment speak to you today?”
(Excerpt from presentation of Donna Geernaert, SC)

‘Canada cannot turn a blind eye’: Federal court
says “Safe Third Country Agreement with U.S.
violates Charter” Toronto Star, July 22, 2020

(Rene Johnston/Toronto Star)

This ruling means that refugees seeking safety at
the US-Canada border will no longer be turned
back to the United States and subjected to
arbitrary detention, segregation, family separation
and deportation. We know that the United States
is NOT a safe place for refugees.
See: Release from Canadian Council for Refugees
Click here for Toronto Star article
Now we need to take action!
Call or write your Member of Parliament today
to call on them to suspend
the Safe Third Country Agreement NOW.
IN SOLIDARITY WE CELEBRATE WITH:

SISTERS OF SERVICE

AUGUST 15: FOUNDATION DAY

Click here to register

WE REMEMBER

JOHANNA D’AGOSTINO, IBVM

who died July 12, 2020, 2020
was prayer partner
with Sylvia.

“OUR MOST TRAGIC TIME:
FELICIAN SISTERS bear loss of thirteen sisters to
COVID-19 in one awful month in Livonia, MI.
Eighteen other sisters had the illness ”
Click here for more

Upcoming Events
During the Season of Creation: Sept 01-Oct 04
Christians across denominations and around the
world are invited to Pray and Care for Creation.
Sept 01 was first proclaimed as a World Day of Prayer
for Creation by Ecumenical Patriarch Dimitrios I for
the Orthodox community in 1989 and embraced
by other European churches in 2001.
In 2015, Pope Francis declared it a DAY OF PRAYER
FOR CREATION for the Roman Catholic Church.
For Season of Creation Planning Toolkit, Click Here.

Source: Fotolia

See Season of Creation
Click Here

Click Here to
learn more

World Day Against Trafficking in Persons: July 30
Since 2003 the UN Office on Drugs and Crime
(UNODC) has collected information on about
225,000 victims of trafficking detected
worldwide. Globally countries are detecting and
reporting more victims, and are convicting more
traffickers. This can be the result of increased
capacity to identify victims and/or an increased
number of trafficked victims. Every country in the
world is affected by human trafficking, whether
as a country of origin, transit, or destination for
victims. Learn more.

Blue Heart Campaign, a global awareness raising
initiative to fight human trafficking and its impact
on society, seeks to encourage involvement from
governments, civil society, the corporate sector
and individuals alike, to inspire action and
help prevent this heinous crime.
Click here to learn more
“A Prayer For Victims of Human Trafficking”
Click here to learn about Canadian efforts
to prevent human trafficking.

FCJ REFUGEE CENTRE SOLIDARITY STEPS: SEPTEMBER 19
(TBD: VIRTUAL OR SOCIALLY DISTANCED WALK)
LOIS ANNE BORDOWITZ, FCJ is, once again, inviting us to join her for the
5km walk in raising money to support the FCJ Refugee Centre. As many of
us have experienced, the FCJ Refugee Centre is dedicated to providing
quality support for uprooted people who find their way to the Centre.
Please join Lois or sponsor her! Donations may be made directly to Lois or
click here. For more information, click here.

INTERNATIONAL DAY OF FRIENDSHIP: JULY 30
As you may know, prayer, presence and solidarity are the Gospel values that form the fabric of the
ministry of Becoming Neighbours. July 30 will be an opportunity for us to celebrate the GIFT of
FRIENDSHIP: a shared spirit of human solidarity. We invite you to join with us to give thanks to God for
the many beautiful and precious friendships that have grown among us. Yet, as we know, our world
continues to face many challenges, crises and forces of division that block a sense of belonging. It is in
and through our concrete gestures of friendship that a passion for a better world where all of us are
united as one will be enacted. We are pleased to share with you some photos of newcomers whom some
of you have accompanied and who have accompanied us. Click here to read more.

Pictured are ELMER and
CHRISTINE ARAUS and
ANTHONY, one of their four
children. Matched with family
companion KEVIN KELLY, SJ,
Elmer’s prayer partner:
GEORGE SMITH, CSB and
Christine’s prayer partner:
MARY BABIC, NDS.

Pictured is EMEBET TESSEMA matched
with companion FRANCES BRADY, OLM
and prayer partner LYNN CIRA, IBVM

Pictured are EMILIANO and ZAYRA
MARTINEZ and their two children, Emi
and Renata. Matched with family
companions JOHN MALO, CSB and
MARLENE DAFOE, prayer partner
BONNIE O’BRIEN, IBVM (A).

Pictured are DELMY and
GILBERTO ROJAS with their
children YOLTZIN, AMARO and
ERANDY. Companioned with
MARION NORMANDIN, OSU
and prayer partners
BILL COMERFORD, CSsR AND
RUTH LEDDY, CSJ.



“No country can solve Europe’s migration crisis on their own”, June 20, 2019, America Magazine


“Secretary-General's Nelson Mandela Lecture: “Tackling the Inequality Pandemic:
A New Social Contract for a New Era” [as delivered], July 18, 2020, United Nations
“COVID-19 has been likened to an x-ray, revealing fractures in the fragile skeleton of society”
(shared by Evanne Hunter, IBVM)



“Ontario’s migrant agricultural workers deserve better”, The Toronto Star, July 25, 2020

“She’s one of Canada’s dreamers. They said she had ‘limitless’ potential. But now her future is on hold”,
The Toronto Star, July 25, 2020 (paid access)
“Thousands of undocumented youth brought to this country as minors are living in limbo,
their education and career hopes on hold.“

Inspired by Pope Francis’ recent call for a “creativity of
love”, staff members for the Sisters of St. Joseph of
Toronto have started an online campaign providing
justice-focused solutions selected from around the
globe. “In an impossible world, anything is possible,”
explains Leah Watkiss, Ministry Director, Social Justice,
Peace, and Creation Care. "These are challenging times,
but they are also an opportunity for us to reflect and
consider how we can move forward in a just and
sustainable way - to reimagine our world." The Sisters of
St. Joseph of Toronto invite media, individuals,
organizations, families and corporations to join us for the
next several weeks on csj-to.ca as well as @Facebook
and @Twitter as we walk toward a #CreativityofLove

People of the HEART are people of presence, prayer and solidarity.
One such person was Mother Teresa of Calcutta, who lived these Gospel values in her life.
An inspiring prayer that Mother Theresa wrote that still has meaning for us today:

(GETTY IMAGES)

“Lord,
When I am hungry, send me someone who needs food.
When I am thirsty, send me someone who needs a drink.
When I am distressed, send me someone to console.
When my cross is becoming heavy, send me someone
with whom to share their cross.
When I am discouraged, send me someone to encourage.
When I need to be understood by others, send me
someone who needs my understanding.
When I need to be cared for, send me someone to care for.
When I only think of myself, attract my attention to someone else. Amen.”

