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Fridge Notes  

for Companions 

LIVING THE EASTER TRIDUUM 

This GOOD FRIDAY we are urged  to pray for ALL 

uprooted people. Like Mary near her Son at the 
foot of the cross we want to stand with them.             
No complaining, but just standing there, doing 

what we can – all we can, simply, humbly,                            
living Mary’s “ECCE ANCILLA, ”immersed in                      
a mantle of oblation “an apron of service,”                    

living with our hearts IN SOLIDARITY! 

NEW POSSIBILITIES BREAKING FORTH WITHIN US 

 “EASTER is the promise that God, who loves us beyond telling, can meet us in 

any situation in which we find ourselves, however dire, for example, a recent 

medical diagnosis, accompanying uprooted people, being with those who wait for 

results of their hearing at the Refugee Court, death of a loved one, or withering of 

the Earth. God meets us in these experiences and activates possibilities for          

transformation. It is the Easter promise that God’s love knows no end, no limits in 

us and that even when all is dark and feels like we are at the end of our ropes, 

new possibilities can break forth. Let us remember those new  possibilities that 

have broken out in our lives in the past. Let us be aware of the possibilities  

breaking forth within us in the present moment.”   (Adapted from John Surette, SJ) 

Canada is changing its foreign worker rules.                                  
Here’s why — and what it will mean 

 

 

 
 

 

 
Click here to learn more. 

(Spencer Colby/The Canadian Press)  

mailto:jam@becomingneighbours.ca
http://www.becomingneighbours.ca
https://archive.is/20240322033955/https:/www.thestar.com/news/canada/canada-is-changing-its-foreign-worker-rules-here-s-why-and-what-it-will-mean/article_54a1b5da-e7b5-11ee-b05c-734c446c9748.html


 

 

Monday, April 22, 2024 Earth Day 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As you know, celebrated every year on April 22, EARTH DAY is the largest environmental event in the 

world. In the past, more than seven million Canadians including nearly every school-aged child,                    
participated in an Earth Day activity in their communities. For all of us, Earth Day is a challenging                   

invitation to foster and celebrate environmental respect, action and behavior that lessens our impact. 
 

Theme: PLANET VS. PLASTICS 
 

AS PEOPLE OF FAITH WE ARE CALLED TO URGENTLY ACT TO NOT ONLY PROTECT                                                                                
BUT  ALSO RESTORE GOD’S BEAUTIFUL GIFT OF CREATION. 

 

 

                                                                       Praying, Learning, Acting 
 

Click here for resources for Earth Week 
 

On April 22, 2024 at 7pm EST, join others for a time of prayer on 
United Nations International Mother Earth Day. Click here. 

SOCIETY OF JESUS (THE JESUITS)           

announce the appointment of               

JEFFREY BURWELL, SJ as the next 

Provincial of the Jesuits of Canada. 

REDEMPTORISTS announce the                           
appointment of MICHAEL BREHL, CSsR                      

as Provincial Superior of Canada Province. 

CSsR Councillors:                                
SANTO ARRIGO, LARRY KONDRA                                           

and JACQUES FORTIN. 

 

WE REMEMBER 

GWEN SMITH, CSJ 
who died March 23, 2024 

and was companion with Pamela. 

FAITHFUL COMPANIONS OF JESUS                   

announce the appointment of                          

JUDITH ROUTIER, FCJ                                               

as the area leader of the Americas. 

https://fortheloveofcreation.ca/earth-week-2024/
https://united-church.zoom.us/j/85359356983


 

 

 

 

 “Inside Toronto city hall's fight for federal 
refugee funding. 'There was quite a bit of 
tension'” 

 “'Is the Canadian dream broken?' Earning 
gaps are emerging for second-generation 
Canadians”  

 “On US-Mexico border pilgrimage, sisters 
ponder response to migrant hardships” 

 “She's been in Canada for a decade, but still 
can't get permanent residence. Is Canada 
failing caregivers like her?” 

 “Now that all provinces say they'll stop                
jailing people for immigration matters,             
will Ottawa move forward with a ban?” 

 

 

 

Meeting of the Members of the Ontario JPIC               

Network of the Canadian Religious Conference  

May 15 to 17, 2024 @ Mary Ward Centre,  

70 St Mary St, Toronto, ON M5S 1J3  

Click here to register by April 15, 2024. 

Mother Cabrini is the patron saint of immigrants. 
Would her story be possible today? 

Click here to read more. 

(CNS photo/Gregory A. Shemitz)  

Our Common Home: A guide to 

caring  for our living planet 

The booklet, available in five  

languages, connects the science 

of climate change, biodiversity, 

and sustainable resource use 

with the messages of Pope        

Francis’ Encyclical Laudato Si’.  

(SSND SHALOM NEWS)  

Click here 

JOHN MCCARTHY, SJ 
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https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fcrc-canada.org%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2024%2F03%2Fjpic-on-2024-registration-en.docx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
https://www.americamagazine.org/politics-society/2024/03/19/mother-cabrini-immigration-asylum-law-pathway-citizenship-247526
https://dailytvmass.com/
https://www.humandevelopment.va/en/news/2023/launch-of-the-booklet-our-common-home.html
https://www.humandevelopment.va/en/news/2023/launch-of-the-booklet-our-common-home.html
https://jesuits.ca/stories/climate-crisis-finding-hope-through-a-trinitarian-view-of-creation/


65 YEARS OF LORETTO MAGNIFICENCE!!! 

EVANNE HUNTER, IBVM             

celebrated 65 years of religious 

profession as a Loretto Sister.               

She chose to celebrate this           

moment in conjunction with the 

35th anniversary of the Loretto/La Bermuda project 

and as a memorial for OSCAR ROMERO. 

Evanne, member of Becoming Neighbours Board of 

Directors, is prayer partner with Darla. 

UNSUNG HEORES!!! 

CAROLE and CATHERINE VON 

ZUBEN, strong supporters of 

Becoming Neighbours, have 

helped in the sponsorship, 

welcome and settlement of a 

refugee family. What is more  

significant was not what was 

done but the LOVE with 

which it was done. Click here. 

“Love, faith key to 70 years of marriage” 

 

 

 

 
 

GILDA and CARMINE BENINCASA marking their 70th 
anniversary of marriage and their daughter         

THERESA and husband FRANK FRANCO                  
celebrating 50 years of marriage. 

Theresa is co-director of the CSJ Associate                    
Leadership Team and prayer partner with Jorge.  

Click here to read more. 

NEW FCJ REFUGEE CENTRE LEADERSHIP TEAM! 

LOLY RICO is stepping down as               

Executive Director of the FCJ Refugee 

Centre to the role of   

Founder concentrating on 

advocacy and resource              

development.                        

DIANA GALLEGO & TSERING LHAMO 

are the new Co-Executive Directors.  

Celebrating In Solidarity with 
FAITHFUL COMPANIONS OF JESUS  

March 28 HOLY THURSDAY—Founding Day 

 

Click here for full report 

POCKETS OF HOPE 

Canada in Context 

I we compare total number of asylum claims existing 
worldwide at mid-year 2023 (end of June, 6.1 million)           

vs in Canada (about 10,000): 

Canada Hosted 2% of asylum claims 

Wisdom’s Work in Transforming Crisis 

Harcourt Memorial United Church           
87 Dean Av, Guelph ON  Cost: $25 

May 07 @ 7:00 pm - 9:00 pm 

Presenter: CYNTHIA BOURGEAULT 

https://www.archtoronto.org/siteassets/media/offices--ministries/social-justice--outreach/office-for-refugees-orat/newsletters-pdf/march-2024-newsletter.pdf
https://www.catholicregister.org/item/36425-love-faith-key-to-70-years-of-marriage
https://www.toronto.ca/legdocs/mmis/2023/ex/bgrd/backgroundfile-240364.pdf
https://www.toronto.ca/legdocs/mmis/2023/ex/bgrd/backgroundfile-240364.pdf
https://ignatiusguelph.ca/event/cynthia-bourgeault-wisdoms-work-in-transforming-crisis/?utm_campaign=In%20All%20Things&utm_medium=email&_hsmi=299522270&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-8_LBA6vMjI0ezODGR3Vy2R1b7TnhmhlQX58uYczTQytAz0jDwsxrd2_yFRiAnz1lhnSs4TF7Dcb694BizMZ6FSj0E

