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WE REMEMBER 
MECHTILDE O’MARA , CSJ 

who died July 08, 2025 

and worked unwaveringly  

with and for newcomers. 
 

WORLD DAY OF GRANDPARENTS AND ELDERLY 
Announced by Pope Francis, it 
will take place annually on the 

fourth Sunday of July, closest to 
Feast Day of Grand-parents of 

Jesus: Saints Joachim and Anne. 
This July 27 is marked with the 
theme: “Blessed are those who have not lost hope”        

highlighting the blessedness of the elderly and        
indicate hope placed in the Lord as the way to a 

Christian and reconciled old age. Click here to read 
the full letter by Pope Leo XIV. 

In Solidarity We Celebrate With:   
JESUITS 

Feast of Ignatius Loyola: July 31 
 

REDEMPTORISTS 
Feast of Alphonsus Liguori: August 01 

Q&A with Citizens for Public Justice        
refugee and migrant rights experts:                    

getting the facts on immigration in Canada 

Canada has garnered a reputation for being a country 
that is welcoming of immigrants. Our political     

leaders often invoke the idea that diversity is our 
strength, and anyone living here knows how many of 
our neighbours were not born here. However, in the 

face of difficult economic circumstances and         
geopolitical uncertainty, Canadian public opinion has 

undergone a concerning shift to viewing                
migration and immigrants themselves negatively.  

Moreover, the new federal government is making 
concerning changes in Canadian immigration policy 
with Bill C-2, which contains significant rollbacks    

to refugee and migrant rights,                                     
some of which violate international law. 

A crucial responsibility of the policy staff at Citizens 
for Public Justice is to shape the Canadian public   
discourse and to get everyday Canadians oriented 
towards the common good, and God’s vision for   

justice in the world. We invite you to read this Q&A 
with CPJ’s Refugee and Migrant Rights policy staff 

to get the facts on immigration in Canada and to 
share that knowledge with your community. 

Click here to read more 

“State of life in which  
we live, breathe, and share life  

(whatever falls into the begging bowl  
is what gets shared)” 

Statue Catholic Charities USA Office  
 

(Shared by AGNES THOMAS) 

“The Restaurant of Mistaken Orders” 

mailto:jam@becomingneighbours.ca
http://www.becomingneighbours.ca
https://press.vatican.va/content/salastampa/en/bollettino/pubblico/2025/07/10/250710b.html
https://cpj.ca/getting-the-facts-on-immigration/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QvbSCLpwq6w


 ENGAGING IN MUTUAL SHARING OF DIVERSITY 

INTENTION OF POPE LEO XIV — JULY 2025 

PRAYER REQUESTS 
 

 For the many, many refugee 
claimants still waiting for their 
hearings at the Refugee Court. 

 For newcomers who have               
completed school and are seeking 
jobs that will provide a just and 

decent wage to support their families.  

 For all those who continue to face barriers  in 
employment, that doors will open to help 
them find a job that will help them realize 
their potential.  

 For an increased awareness of the urgency                
of acting to save our mother earth. 

CLICK HERE 

 “Immigration Crackdown Sends More         
Asylum Seekers North” 

 “African asylum seekers in Toronto face 
unique barriers and a lack of support”       

 “Canada's New Border Bill Threatens the     
Human Right to Seek Asylum. Urge the      
Government to Withdraw Bill C-2.” 

 “Refugees in Toronto hotels causing friction. 
Agency takes a risk on a new approach” 

Click here to read more 

 'Jesus was her everything':  

The 'Fastest Nun in the West'  

moves closer to canonization 

UNHCR 2024 REPORT 

̟  123 million forcibly displaced people in world  

̟  73.5 million are internally displaced, meaning 
they remain within their countries of origin          
despite the risks.  

̟  31 million are refugees within the terms         
established by the UN international convention  

̟  8.4 million are asylum seekers 

̟  5.9 million are classified as in need of            
international protection. 

Click here to register 

Click here 

https://thepopevideo.org/july-for-formation-in-discernment/
https://financialpost.com/pmn/business-pmn/canada-sees-us-asylum-claim-surge-as-both-nations-harden-borders
https://financialpost.com/pmn/business-pmn/canada-sees-us-asylum-claim-surge-as-both-nations-harden-borders
https://archive.ph/NSTQ7#selection-4663.26-4663.138
https://archive.ph/NSTQ7#selection-4663.26-4663.138
https://takeaction.amnesty.ca/page/173197/action/1?utm_medium=email&utm_source=engagingnetworks&utm_campaign=utm_canada_c2_border_bill&utm_content=Stop+Bill+C2+Canadas+New+Border+Bill+July+8+2025+resend+4484135044&ea.url.id=8303023&forwarded=true
https://takeaction.amnesty.ca/page/173197/action/1?utm_medium=email&utm_source=engagingnetworks&utm_campaign=utm_canada_c2_border_bill&utm_content=Stop+Bill+C2+Canadas+New+Border+Bill+July+8+2025+resend+4484135044&ea.url.id=8303023&forwarded=true
https://takeaction.amnesty.ca/page/173197/action/1?utm_medium=email&utm_source=engagingnetworks&utm_campaign=utm_canada_c2_border_bill&utm_content=Stop+Bill+C2+Canadas+New+Border+Bill+July+8+2025+resend+4484135044&ea.url.id=8303023&forwarded=true
https://archive.ph/Lgrkf
https://archive.ph/Lgrkf
https://www.uisg.org/en/news/women-leaders-who-make-a-difference/
https://www.globalsistersreport.org/religious-life/jesus-was-her-everything-fastest-nun-west-moves-closer-canonization?utm_source=Global+Sisters+Report&utm_campaign=840f979595-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2025_01_07_02_33&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_86a1a9af1b-840f97959
https://www.globalsistersreport.org/religious-life/jesus-was-her-everything-fastest-nun-west-moves-closer-canonization?utm_source=Global+Sisters+Report&utm_campaign=840f979595-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2025_01_07_02_33&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_86a1a9af1b-840f97959
https://www.globalsistersreport.org/religious-life/jesus-was-her-everything-fastest-nun-west-moves-closer-canonization?utm_source=Global+Sisters+Report&utm_campaign=840f979595-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2025_01_07_02_33&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_86a1a9af1b-840f97959
https://www.vaticannews.va/en/webdocs/voices-of-migrants.html
https://stmikes.utoronto.ca/program/smce4011-f25-befriending-your-death-with-henri-nouwen-and-the-rise-of-the-cancer-diary
https://www.vaticannews.va/en/webdocs/voices-of-migrants.html


 ENGAGING IN MUTUAL SHARING OF DIVERSITY 

JULY 30 IS WORLD DAY AGAINST HUMAN TRAFFICKING 
Theme: “Human trafficking is Organized Crime – End the Exploitation” 

There are many ways that you can help fight the horrific global problem of human 
trafficking, a crime that exploits women, children and men for numerous purposes               
including forced labour and sex. The International Labour Organization estimates that 21 
million people are victims of forced labour globally. An estimated 40.3 million             
people—primarily women and girls—are currently  being trafficked and exploited for 
profit. As both Pope Francis and Pope Leo XIV urge, our aim should be                              
“for every enslaved person to return to being a free agent of his or her own life and to 
take an active part in the construction of the common good.” Learn more here.   
 

WHAT CAN WE DO?  
 

Stay informed and support organizations like Talitha Kum, a worldwide 
network of consecrated religious committed against trafficking who have 
presented three "causes and vulnerabilities that contribute to human 
trafficking": 1) unequal power structure in society, especially related to 
women, children, and indigenous; 2) inadequate migration policies that 
leave people vulnerable in an increasingly interconnected world;                       

3) an economic model that exploits human and environmental  resources for the profit of the few in               
contrast with the exploitation of the many. 
 

           SUGGESTED STEPS OF ACTION: 
 

1) PRAY without ceasing; click here  
 

2) ADVOCATE for missing and murdered Indigenous women and girls.  
 

3) READ "Global Report on Trafficking in Persons” “Smuggling of Migrants” 

Click Here to read 

(Shared by EVANNE HUNTER, IBVM) 

AN IMMIGRANT SUCCESS STORY: 
JOYGOLD GOODLUCK  

Emma Donoghue taps into Irish immigrant 
experience with new play at Blyth Festival 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Click here to read 

https://www.ilo.org/global/topics/forced-labour/lang--en/index.htm
https://www.un.org/en/observances/end-human-trafficking-day
https://www.talithakum.info/en/get-involved
https://alliancetoendhumantrafficking.org/faith-resources/prayer-resources/
https://www.kairoscanada.org/missing-murdered-indigenous-women-girls/advocacy-action
https://www.unodc.org/unodc/data-and-analysis/glotip.html
https://www.unodc.org/e4j/en/secondary/teaching-guide-human-trafficking/index.html
https://www.catholicregister.org/item/2239-four-years-of-service-leads-to-loran-scholarship
https://archive.ph/hMyZh#selection-2421.0-2421.93


 

THURSDAY EVENING NOVEMBER 02, 2023 

INTERNATIONAL DAY OF FRIENDSHIP: JULY 30 
 

As you may know, prayer, presence and solidarity are the Gospel values that form the fabric of the                
ministry of Becoming Neighbours. July 30 will be an opportunity for us to celebrate the GIFT of               

FRIENDSHIP: a shared spirit of human solidarity. We invite you to join with us to  give thanks to God for 
the many beautiful and precious friendships that have grown among us. Yet, as we know, our world            

continues to face many challenges, crises and forces of division that block a sense of belonging. It is in and 
through our concrete gestures of friendship that a passion for a better world where all of us are united as 

one will be enacted. We are pleased to share with you some photos of newcomers whom some of you have 
accompanied and who have accompanied us. Click here to read more. 

TOOLS FOR NAVIGATING OUR SUMMER DAYS 
Ten Secrets to Happiness—Ron Rolheiser, OMI 

Three Ways to Recharge in the Summer 

https://www.un.org/en/observances/friendship-day
https://ronrolheiser.com/ten-secrets-to-happiness/
https://becomingneighbours-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/jam_becomingneighbours_ca/EfxDNOiOHaZEnG6JqhQmVwQB5GMHaJeTQh3Ehcv3kx-eQA?e=fHqQgi

