Prayer Service to Commemorate Refugee Rights

“REFUGEE RIGHTS DAY commemorates the April 04, 1985
Supreme Court Singh Decision — that the Canadian Charter
of Rights and Freedoms protects the right of refugee
claimants in Canada to life, liberty and the security of
person, and that claimants are therefore entitled to an oral
hearing. Yet, as we celebrate this anniversary, the one
nagging image that continues to haunt us is the reflection of
refugees who continue to endure in silence because of social
resistance to recognize the anguish, isolation and
vulnerability of refugees or the breaking of the promise that
Canada is indeed a safe haven for those who are persecuted.
On April 04, REFUGEE RIGHTS DAY let us recognize that
Refugee R'ghts nay forty years since the Singh Decision, we must continue our

Alprll- 4/ active stand in the fight for the basic human rights of our

refugee sisters and brothers.”

GATHERING SONG: “Running” (Refugee Song) - World Refugee Project (by the STUDIO NYC)/
OR Solidarity with Ukraine — Andrea Bocelli sings in St. Peter’s Square

OPENING PRAYER:

Gracious God,
You called Sarai and Abram to find a home in a new land.
You welcomed the outsider and made them family.

We know their story, for it is our story.

Our families, many of them,

fled violence and oppression on every continent.

And You gave us Your own Son as a refugee from violence.

Following Your example, help us
make the story of the immigrant, the slave,
the refugee, and outsider part of our own story.

Today, your children still seek new homes, long for freedom,
hope for welcome and need protection.
Help us, most gracious God, to recognize one another as neighbour. Amen

SCRIPTURE: Matthew 26: 36

“Then Jesus went with his disciples to a place called Gethsemane, and he said to them, “Sit here
while | go over there and pray.” He took Peter and the two sons of Zebedee along with him, and
he began to be sorrowful and troubled. Then he said to them, “My soul is overwhelmed with
sorrow to the point of death. Stay here and keep watch with me.”



http://www.ufcw.ca/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=2275&Itemid=309&lang=en
https://vimeo.com/172462591
https://becomingneighbours-my.sharepoint.com/:v:/g/personal/jam_becomingneighbours_ca/Ec4_s_x9IO9IrwJyjLRvC_YBG_afRLkPGXPTNoQvKPV0mA?e=OcPt0F/
https://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=DodHsiQyLyFDJM&tbnid=9eeyP57lPArkNM:&ved=0CAYQjRw&url=https://www.kairoscanada.org/dignity-rights/migrant-justice/protect-refugees-from-bill-c-31-joint-statement/&ei=NDMuU8KEK6ay2wWU0IHoBg&bvm=bv.62922401,d.aWM&psig=AFQjCNEuacD4G2RzMEb-etRAOC5_oqynyQ&ust=1395623069040987

REFLECTION: “SCAPEGOATING THE “FOREIGNER” (RICHARD ROHR’S DAILY MEDITATION)”

“Karen Gonzdlez, an immigrant advocate, points to the story of Joseph in Genesis 37 as an example of God’s
love and protection for foreigners:

[Joseph] suffers a series of misfortunes as a vulnerable foreigner. Joseph’s story is powerful and effective
because it raises questions about the goodness of God in the midst of suffering. It also depicts the human
tendency to alternate between loving and fearing strangers. In his story we see the Egyptian society’s
movement from fear to love and then back to fear again....

Without recourse, as an enslaved person in a foreign land, Joseph does not
receive due process. Instead, he is thrown into jail for a crime he didn’t
commit. The unknown narrator of Genesis states that God always sees Joseph
and remains with him. Twice within the span of three verses we are told that
“the Lord was with” Joseph, blessing his work and giving him favor with those
in authority over him (Genesis 39:21-23).... Nonetheless, he spends years
unjustly imprisoned, largely forgotten by his foreign captors....”

Click here to read

(shared by BARBARA DOVYLE)

This must be an awakening: we are all called to be sisters and brothers with and for each other!

PERSONAL/COMMUNAL REFLECTION:
o Hearing and listening to what is happening to forcefully displaced people
throughout our world, what is most clear to me at this moment is ...

RESPONSE FOLLOWING REFLECTION: (“THE SERVANT SONG” GATHER #669)

Brother, sister let me serve you. I will hold the Christ-light for you
Let me be as Christ to you. In the night time of your fear.
Pray that | might have the grace | will hold my hand out to you;
To let you be my Christ-light, too. Speak the peace you long to hear.
We are pilgrims on a journey. | will weep when you are weeping.
We are [companions] on the road. When you laugh, I'll laugh with you.
We are here to help each other | will share your joy and sorrow
Walk the mile and bear the load. Till we’ve seen this journey through.

When we sing to God in heaven,
We shall find such harmony
Born of all we’ve known together
Of Christ’s love and agony.



https://cac.org/daily-meditations/scapegoating-the-foreigner/
https://youtu.be/PMCaPGozu90?t=13
http://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=BcCOXNXWoiz9ZM&tbnid=sMT0eYFMZjWixM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://tediosfera.wordpress.com/category/campeche-instrucciones-de-uso/&ei=Rs4wU_v2Korq2wX4z4CoBg&bvm=bv.63587204,d.b2I&psig=AFQjCNF3f3KL1T4G_VSwWufNhsIIa8BPwQ&ust=1395793838094048
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Suggestions for Action:

e Learn about the culture and
background of a refugee.

* Promote the benefits and
successes of refugees in your
community.

» Watch: tFrancisco Rico-Martinez
on the Singh decision

» Read: Canada will cancel
thousands of refugee claims under
new retroactive law

The time is here, the time is how.
We can change things.
Give the earth your dream for harmony;
she is waiting for you, waiting for me.

Show the earth you care about her future,
melt the walls of hate and fear that keep us apart.
Believe we can live together as friends of the earth.

So be the reason, be the hope for others
to believe that the earth is meant for
beauty, goodness and peace,
and that our God of love is God of the Earth’s one family.
(Kathy Sherman, CSJ)

CALL TO ACTION:
What is one action God is inviting you to undertake?

OUR FATHER

FINAL BLESSING:

GRACIOUS GOD, NO ONE IS A STRANGER TO YOU.

In Your providential kindness, watch over all forcefully displaced
people, all those separated from their loved ones and all those
who have had to flee war and violence to seek safety and
freedom for themselves and for their families. Bring them safely
to the place where they long to be and
TOGETHER may we be Christ-light for others and for our earth.

We ask Your blessing through Jesus, the Risen One. Amen.
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